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 DHA Staff In the Know & On the Move  

 

Aloha! 

This is Jo Sears from Finance This is Jo Sears from Finance This is Jo Sears from Finance and I am glad to be the representative for 

the newly launched .   This year has passed by so quickly 

and the Finance Administration department hasnõt slow down yet.  I 

donõt think we will ever.   Whatõs new in our department? Well, we have 

two new employees.  The first one is Kirk Haley who joined the MIS 

dept recently and Patti Nixon who joined the Accounting dept back in 

July 2007.   

This is Kirkõs story:  òI was born and raised in the Denver metro 

area.  After graduating High school, I attended a community college and 

received an AAS degree in programming.  Back in 1981, my father 

worked for IBM and he brought an IBM 8088 computer home.  Ever 

since then, I have never gotten away from computers.   Outside of work, 

I have been rock climbing, hiking, motorcycling, camping, bicycling and 

spelunking (cavingñPhoto to left Wind Cave National Park, SD).   I 

have logged more time underground in South Dakota than on the 

ground.  The last time I checked the Wind Cave, it was over 85 miles 

mapped and it was still growing (not the cave just the òknown sec-

tionó).   Every time I hear someone say ònight time is darkó, I laugh 

because there is no light in a cave except what you bring in.  If you ever 

have time and interest, there are many opportunities in Colorado to 

expand your life experiences.ó 

This is Pattiõs story: òHi!  I have worked in accounting for over 30 years 

and came from a local CPA firm in Longmont, Colorado.  I have two 

sons, a lovely daughter-in-law, and a precious grandson.  I took a small 

hiatus to live in Georgia and again in Montana, I always seemed to return 

to Colorado.  This must be home.  I have completed my education later 

in life while working full time.  I vowed that if I was able to complete my 

degree, I would serve those who have been less fortunate in life.  DHA 

has given me this opportunity.  I appreciate the good fortune to work 

with a skilled and dedicated staff, of which I have found many mentors.  

If I can make a small difference with the Authority, I am hoping it will 

trickle down to make a large difference in the lives of our residents.   

Other Finance Department Staff Newsé 

Mr. Aaron Guereca, Mr. Aaron Guereca, Mr. Aaron Guereca, son of Nancy Guereca-Munoz, played in the 2008 

Wal-Mart First Tee Open at Pebble Beach last month.  He was one of 

52 boys worldwide in the age category between 14 years to 18 years old, 

selected to play in the First Tee Open.  The 17-year old golfer was paired 

up with USGA Colorado golfer Craig Stadler.  Even though Aaron was 

nervous and his hands were shaking, he scored a respectable 83 and 90 in 

the very windy and hot conditions.  The tournament was televised on the 

Golf Channel, and fellow DHA golfers caught his play on national TV.   

This was a tremendous opportunity and feat for him!   It was Nancyñ

Aaronõs mom who encouraged him to start playing golf at the age of five, 
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H.O.P.E. was originally started in the early 

1970s by Staff to organize a board of employees 

who would promote employee empowerment, 

social, family, community and charity activities 

for employees. HOPE continues to provide ac-

tivities such as, Easter baskets for younger ten-

ants, supporting the Race for the Cure walkers, 

bowling banquet and a yearly meeting.  

HOPE is your employee organiza-

tionñ it is a great way to get in-

volved, meet your co -workers in a 

open-friendly, cost savings and al-

ways in a outstanding way!!!   

Contact any HOPE Board member with 

ideas and events to benefit HOPE mem-

bers. 

2008 Board Members:  Nancy Guereca-

Munoz, President; JoAnn Kartes, Vice-

President; Jinnell Uribe, Treasurer; Mistie 

Herrera, Secretary: Rebecca Reisbeck, Lidia 

Camero, and Cynthia Padillañ Members-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     CONTACT:  
 

October 10, 2008  Stella L. Madrid 

 Community Affairs Officer 

 Phone: 720.932.3107 

 Cell: 720.219.9059 

 smadri@denverhousing.org 
 

DENVER HOUSING AUTHORITY ANNOUNCES 
NEW BOARD OF COMMISSIONER OFFICERS  

 

DENVER, CO -- The Housing Authority of the City and County of (DHA) announced 

incoming Board of Commissioners officers.  The Board elected Myrna Hipp, Chairper-

son; Jeffery M. Campos, Vice-Chairperson; and Terrance Ware, Treasure for 2008 

through 2009. 
 

ñCongratulations to our newly elected officers of the Board of Commissioners.  The new 

slate of officers will assume their respective positions at the October 2008 Board meet-

ing.ò stated outgoing DHA Board Treasure Tracy Huggins. 
 

Members of the DHA Board of Commissioners are appointed by the Mayor, approved by 

the City Council and serve a five-year term.  The Board is responsible for establishing 

the policies of the DHA. 
 

Myrna Hipp was reappointed to the DHA Board in 2004.  Ms. Hipp has over 25 years 

experience in the area of community and housing development, including administration 

of planning for the federal HOME and CDBG funding throughout Denver.  Myrna Hipp 

retired as Deputy Director, of the Office of Economic Development for the City and 

County of Denver.     
 

Jeffery M. Campos was appointed in 2007 and his term runs through 2012.   Mr. Campos 

has served as President and Chief Executive Officer of the Denver Hispanic Chamber of 

Commerce (DHCC) since March 2005.  As CEO, he is responsible for developing strate-

gic vision and overseeing the day-to-day operations of the DHCC.  Under Mr. Camposô 

leadership the organization has continued to achieve financial stability through growth in 

memberships and programs. 
 

Terrance L. Ware, has over twenty-nine years experience in every facet of architecture, 

land development, planning and urban design, in academia, public and private sector 

practice.  Currently, serves as Director for Denverôs Housing and Neighborhood Devel-

opment Services.   Mr. Ware was appointed in 2006 and serves through 2011. 
 

DHA was established in 1938 as a quasi-municipal corporation with an annual budget of 

$167 million.   DHA is one of Denverôs largest landlords, serving 24,000 very low, low 

and middle income residents and managing over 10,000 dwelling units located through-

out the city.    

 

# # # 

Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) announced today at a Con-
gressional Breakfast that Shonnetta Henry, a five-year member of Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Metro Denver's George M. Wilfley Branch, has been 
named the 2008-09 National Youth of the Year. This honor comes 
with a total of $26,000 in college scholarships from the Readerõs Di-
gest Foundation, the programõs founding sponsor. The Youth of the 
Year program recognizes outstanding contributions to a memberõs 
family, school, community and Boys & Girls Club; academic excellence; 
and personal challenges and obstacles overcome. Henry is the 62nd 
youth to receive the title and will serve a one-year term as the national 
teen spokesperson for the 4.8 million youth served annually by the 
Clubs. 

Quigg Newton Homes Youth Receives 2008 -09 National BGCA Honor   

More Details 

 Election of 2008 Board of Commissioners    

During the September 2008 Board of Commissioners monthly 

meeting, election of board members were conducted.  The new ex-

ecutive committee of the board are, Ms. Myrna Hipp, Chairperson; 

Mr. Jeffery Campos, Vice-Chairperson, and Mr. Terrance Ware, 

Treasure .  According to outgoing Treasurer Tracy Huggins, 

òCongratulations to our newly elected officers of the Board of Com-

missioners.  The new slate of officers will assume their respective 

position at the October 2008 Board meeting.ó     

$73 Million System Wide Capital Fund Investments taking òrootó  

HM Photo Gallery on Capital Fund Improvement and Energy Fair See Page 3   

Photo of Columbine Homes improved curb 
appeal, new streetscape, irrigation system, and 
other exterior & interior work       

During 2008, DHAõs capital fund improvements have 
resulted in significant changes throughout its many 
housing developments.  The improvements reflects 
DHA commitment to improve the quality life for resi-
dents, community investment and sustainability of 
DHAõs family developments.   
 
Comprehensive modernization includes both exterior 
and interiors at the majority of DHA family develop-
ments in accordance with the DHA Annual PHA Plan 
and Capital Fund Program Five-Year Action Plan.  
Improvements have been completed or near comple-
tion at Westridge, Columbine, South Lincoln, Platte 
Valley and extensive modernization work continues at 
Westwood Homes.    

Other Housing Management Initiativesð Congratulations to Housing Management Depart-
ment for their successful Honeywell Energy & Resource Fair held in La Alma/Lincoln Park.  
Approximately 500 children, youth and families attended the Energy and Resource Fair to learn 
more about the DHA Honeywell Energy Conservation program.  Attendees received one-on-one 
information from DHA staff and Honeywell representatives; energy conservation handbooks, and 
other related conservation materials.  As well , as representative from Mile High Youth Corps, 
Fire Department, Denver Police Department District 6 Station.  Food, music, balloons and face 
painting artists were on hand for the family oriented learning and enjoyment.                  

MIS Department 

DHA Presence at National Computer Conference  

Opening Session & Workshops   

DHA was able to share its experience and views during the National Emphasys Computer Solu-
tions Conference held in downtown Denver.  Mr. Ismael Guerrero, Executive Director, partici-
pated in the conference opening plenary session.  But, more significantly, DHA MIS Depart-
ment were active conference planning and workshop presenters in a number of workshops in-
cluding a session Family Self Sufficiency in ECSLIB and a session on processing Elite Section 8 
direct deposits. 
 

Ms. Karen Spruce, DHA MIS Manager, and her department staff are well respected by their 
peers, as well as a nationally recognized leader in information technology for housing agencies. 

The Business of Housing 

The Housing Authority of the City and County of 

Denver  

DHA BULLETIN Volume 1, Issue 1  October -November 2008  

13th Annual DHA E -Procurement Open House Draws Over 300 

Contractors  

The Denver Housing Authority (DHA) held 
its 13th Annual Vendor and Contractor Open 
House on October 11th at the Denver Athletic 
Club, located at 1325 Glenarm Place in down-
town Denver. 
 
 

òAs the demand for affordable housing in our 
community continues to rise at a rapid rate, we 
continue to seek out first-rate companies that 
can help us meet our growing needs.  Our con-
tracts run the gamut from supply to service to 
construction-related goods and services.  I en-
courage business owners to attend the Open  

House and explore how to do business with DHA,ó states Ismael Guerrero, DHA Executive 
Director.   DHA provided attendees with a comprehensive listing of its 2008 ð 2009 contract-
ing opportunities in the areas of construction, supply and services.   

On September 30, 2008, Denver Mayor 

Hickenlooper was the keynote speaker 

for the 2008 DHA All Employee meet-

ing.  Over 290 DHA employees had the 

opportunity to hear first hand the 

Mayorõs vision for Denver and role of 

DHA in the overall all administrations 

direction.  According, to Mayor Hick-

enlooper, òCongratulations on complet-

ing your strategic plan and for all the 

work you do.   

Mayor Keynote at DHA All Employee Meeting ñ2008 Strategic Plan 

Launched  

More Details 

Your mission of promoting adequate and affordable housing is key to the success of the entire 

City.ó The Mayor also acknowledged H.O.P.E. and AFSME organizations in his opening re-

marks.  Immediately following the Mayorõs comments DHA Executive Director launched the 

agencyõs 2008-2011 Strategic Plan. 

Westwood Homes�³ Capital Improvements 

Columbine Homes�³ Capital Improvements 

Housing Division �³ Honeywell Energy and Resource 
Fair 

http://www.bgcmd.org/index.cfm?page=wilfley
http://www.bgcmd.org/index.cfm?page=wilfley
http://www.dhanet.com/DHA/AboutUs/News+Release/
http://dha-intrnet/changes/Strategic%20Plan%20Documents/DHA%20Strategic%20Plan%20-%202008.pdf

