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This past summer, the Obama administration called for an interagency review of federal 

policies affecting ñplacesò in urban and metropolitan America.  In conjunction with the 

Office of Management and Budget (OMB), the Domestic Policy Council and the National 

Economic Council, the White House Office of Urban Affairs (WHOUA) was directed to 

conduct an internal assessment of all federal programs and policies affecting cities and 

metropolitan areas.  The goal of the assessment is to identify ways for federal agencies to 

work more effectively together to coordinate the policies, funding streams and program 

reforms needed for the future.  

 

To supplement this effort, the WHOUA asked the Brookings Metropolitan Policy 

Program, National League of Cities, National Association of Regional Councils, National 

Association of Counties and the United States Conference of Mayors to convene a small 

group of experienced external stakeholders implementing place based strategies at the 

state and local level.    

  

On December 16, 2009, DHA Executive Director Ismael Guerrero represented the 

Housing Authority at the Federal Roundtable on Sustainable Communities in 

Washington, DC.   The D.C. visit also included members of the Mayorôs Office and 

representatives of the City and County of Denver. 

  

The purpose of this  roundtable was to provide the White House and federal agencies 

with local perspectives for advancing integrated regional planning for sustainable 

communities, ideas for reform and how to better coordinate federal polices based on local 

and regional experiences. 

  
Background: In September 2009, Mayor Hickenlooper and DHA facilitated a site visit of the South 

Lincoln Homes with Administration and local elected officials during a national Urban 

Sustainability Tour.  

DHA PARTICIPATES IN FEDERAL ROUNDTABLE ON SUSTAINABLE 

COMMUNITIES  

EPA AWARDS GRANTS FOR FIVE CURRENT AND PROPOSED PROJECTS ñ 
INCLUDING DHA PARK AVENUE & SOUTH LINCOLN HOMES 
REDEVELOPMENT  

 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently awarded the City of Denver 

with a grant to conduct environmental assessments of several projects slated for 

redevelopment. According to the Denver Brown Fields Program, the Office of Economic 

Development and the Department of Environmental Health partnered with other City 

agencies to identify five current and proposed projects that fall under the grant focus 

area.   

  

This EPA grant will enable the City and its partners to address environmental issues at 

DHAôs Park Avenue 5B and South Lincoln Homes to move forward with the 

comprehensive master plan redevelopment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Park Avenue Block 5B Site for EPA Assessment        Proposed South Lincoln Homes Redevelopment  
 

For more information on City Grant Visit: http://www.denver.org/Brownsfield 

On November 23rd DHA hosted a coffee hour with several local business leaders to 

present an overview of the upcoming housing projects funded through the 2009 American 

Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  The presentation included details on current 

and future stimulus projects, timelines and DHAôs procurement process.  The meeting also 

provided guests with an opportunity to provide input on DHAôs vendor outreach activities 

and how they can reach their members with this information.  

  

DHA launched its ARRA outreach via the DHA website and automated e-procurement 

notification system during the first week of November.  Interested companies need to 

register with Procurement Services in order to receive contracting information.   

 

Visit www.denverhousing.org for DHA ARRA FAQ or go directly to  

http://www.denverhousing.org/businessopportunities/Pages/default.aspx  

DHA OUTREACH TO BUSINESS LEADERS, CHAMBERS AND BUSINESS 

PARTNERS ON STIMULUS PROJECTS  

RECOGNITION & PEOPLE ON THE MOVEñ  

DHA Finance and Administration Division received the highest form of recognition in 

governmental accounting and financial reporting with a Certificate of Achievement for 

Excellence in Financial Reporting by the Government Finance Officers Association of the 

Unites States and Canada (GFOA) for its Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 

(CAFR) Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 2008.  

 

DHAôs Field of Dream Team selected the following individuals as Housing Management 

Employees of the Month for 2009.  This is the first year that DHA has implemented this 

program for eligible employees of the Housing Management Division.  Nominated by 

their peers and selected by a review team were:  Keith Laff , posthumously (Dispersed 

East); Larry Knox (Dispersed East); Oliver Bochantin (North Lincoln) Eddie Simon, 

Jr. (Quigg Newton); Barbara HammondðAdministration Offices; Al Martinez  

(Westridge Homes); John Pacheco, Administration; Robert Lovato (Dispersed South); 

Jeannie Sisneros (Columbine Homes); Steve Ore (Quigg Newton Homes) and Mike 

Goddard (Sun Valley Homes).  

  
Mr. Keith Laff was named DHA Employee of the Year posthumously for his many years 

of outstanding accomplishments (hired in 1982). Congratulations to all of these 

individuals for their dedication to DHA.  
  

Housing Management Division administrative duties streamlined for 

productivityðBob Prettyman, HMD COO, recently announced the new administrative 

responsibilities for Barbara Hammond. As the Compliance & Training Manager, 

Barbaraôs duties will include, but not be limited to: all compliance related duties, code 

violations, internal field audit, REAC and Liaison for Compliance to Fee Managed 

properties. Dottie Smith, Associate Analyst, will be responsible for procurement related 

activities including, but not be limited to: inventory, supply oversight, contracts and 

procurement liaison; and Sara Spence, Associate Analyst, will be responsible for Unit 

Transfers and Employee Development including, but not be limited to: re-exams, notices, 

staff achievement center support and related field support.  
  
Kathleen Lucero, Relocation Manager in HMD, will again carry out resident relocation 

functions during Westwood Homesô ARRA energy and public housing 

transformation.  Ms. Lucero has managed over 17 resident relocations at all DHA 

modernization and redevelopment sites since joining the agency in 1993. 

  

Retirement AnnouncedðEsther Campbell, Deputy Director of HMD will retire in late 

January 2010.  Esther has been employed by DHA for 22 years. We thank Esther for all 

her years of service, and wish her well in all her future endeavors. 

 

Welcome to Mr. James ñRickò Beisel, who was hired in November as the full-time 

Associate Attorney in the Legal Department.  Rick, who has been practicing law since 

1980, will also serve as DHAôs 504 Coordinator.  Rick has been with DHA as a Special 

Program Attorney since October 2008. 

 

 

 

 
RELATED  - DHA BOARD MEMBER NEWS: 

DHA Board of CommissionersðMayor Hickenlooper appointed 

Trinidad Rodriguez to the 9-member DHA Board. Mr. Rodriguez 

term is through 2014.  Mr. Rodriguez holds the position of senior 

vice president with George K. Baum & Company, Education and 

Nonprofit Finance Group.  He also serves on the boards of Urban 

Peak and the New America School and active in the community.   

 

Mr. Rodriguez appoint completes all 2009 mayoral appointed 

positions of the DHA policy Board.     

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here . 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at webmaster@denverhousing.org or call 720.932.3107 

* * * e n d * * *   

DHA MIS Technology UpdateðNew Phone Systems, otheré  

 

DHA Launches new 2010 Section 8 Central Call Center 

  

DHA 2010 Vendor Open House Event  - February 12, 2010ðDouble Tree Hotel 

 

DHA Section 8 Lottery February 11-12, 2010 

  Visit:  http://www.denverhousing.org/housing/section8/Pages/default.aspx 

 

Upcoming News and Events   

The Board of Commissioners issued a proclamation in recognition of the agenciesô 

ñcommitment and generosity to DHA residents during the 2009 Holiday Seasonò during 

its December meeting. The proclamation added,  ñWe also thank and recognize all 

individuals and partners for their thoughtful and selfless giving, including: Toys-4-Tots, 

Coats for Colorado, Vail Resorts, ArtReach, Volunteers of America, Most Precious Blood 

Church, Berkley Gardens, Rosalindaôs Mexican Caf®, Councilman Rick Garcia-District 1, 

Epworth Foundations, HealthSet, General Gerontological Society, J. Churchill Owens 

Boys & Girls Club, Los Cochinos Riding Club, Health Dialog, Councilman Paul Lopez-

District 3 and Councilwoman Judy Montero-District 9ò. 

DHA BOARD PROCLAMATION FOR ORGANIZATIONS IN HOLIDAY GIVING 

Joshua Crawley, DHA Legal Counsel, participated in the recent Denver Public Schools/

Denver Bar Association Guest Teacher Initiative.  This initiative seeks to place 180 

Denver attorneys, judges and legal professionals in classrooms around the city to help 

DPS with their critical shortage of substitute teachers.  Mr. Crawley spent the day in the 

7th grade World History class at the Denver Center for International Studies.  As part of 

Constitution Week, Attorney Crawley and the students discussed the history of voting 

rights in the United States.  According to Mr. Crawley, ñI was surprised by the 

thoughtfulness and insight shown by the students.  I look forward to spending another day 

in the classroom next semester.ò  The initiative has proven to be a huge success for both 

Denver Public Schools and the attorneys who have participated.       

DHA LEGAL DEPARTMENTñDENVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS/DENVER BAR 

ASSOCIATION GUEST TEACHER INITIATIVE 

Under the leadership and teambuilding of Denise Nicolarsen, Manager, and Mike 

Goddard, Maintenance Supervisor (recently promoted), Sun Valley Homes has realized 

significant improvements through strategic capital fund investments at this large and 

diverse family development.  Sun Valley Homes, located in west Denver, is situated on 

over 30 acres.  The development was built in 1952 and holds a total of 333 family units.  

In 2009, the maintenance staff planned and carried out a number of essential site 

improvements, including: routine and emergency maintenance to obsolete underground 

water-pipe systems; major sprinkler system repairs to improve operations, water 

conservation and increase curb appeal; concrete sidewalk replacements; installation of 

concrete posts near the basketball courts for safety and control of vehicle traffic in and 

around the courts. Building improvements included: replacement of fire doors; repairs and 

replacement to building facade; front wood beams replaced and re-stained for safety and 

appearance; installation of modern gutters and downspouts to manage storm water impact 

on buildings, common areas and the site.   

According to Maintenance Supervisor Mike Goddard, in addition to new landscaping, the 

installation of five new playgrounds throughout the site was a welcomed community 

amenity for the children and families of Sun Valley Homes.   

HOUSING MANAGEMENT DIVISION  

SUN VALLEY HOMES IMPROVEMENTS 

DHA Wins Stimulus Grants 
ARRA funds boost public housing projects across Denver 
December 2009 

By Daniel DeCristoforo  
 

The Denver Housing Authority is getting the most out of its grant writing in winning five ARRA 
funding opportunities. 

 
R e n d e r i n g :  D H A  

The South Lincoln Park development project near the 10th and Osage light-rail station received $10 million in 
ARRA funds to create a mixed-income, mixed-use, transit-oriented community in Denver.  

In a remarkable accomplishment, the Denver Housing Authority recently won five of five 

competitive grants for American Recovery & Reinvestment Act stimulus funds totaling 

$27 million for public housing capital improvements. The funds include renovations and 

new construction. 
 

Of the $4 billion in ARRA stimulus money distributed by the U.S. Dept of Housing and 

Urban Development earlier this year, $3 billion was assigned to public housing 

nationwide based on the number of housing units held by the respective agencies. Denver, 

with a total of 3,800 units, received roughly $7.8 million. 
 

The remaining $1 billion was allocated on a competitive basis. ñAgencies such as ours, 

able to leverage other resources and having high-quality projects ready to roll that met 

sustainability and affordable-housing requirements, were well positioned for the 

competitive round,ò says Ismael Guerrero, executive director of the DHA. 
 

For Complete Article See:  http://mountainstates.construction.com/features/2009/1201_DHA-

Wins-Stimulus-Grants.asp#  
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