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2009 GOLD HARD HAT AWARD —DHA PARK AVENUE REDEVELOPMENT  
BLOCK 3 OUTSTANDING GREEN BUILDING   

DHA’s Park Avenue 

Redevelopment Block 3B was 

recently feted with the “2009 Gold 

Hard Hat Award for Outstanding 

Green Building Project” by 

Colorado Construction as Best 

Project of 2009.    

  

Milender White Construction 

Company, the general contractor 

for this phase of the project, 

submitted the project for award 

consideration.   DHA’s Park 

Avenue Block 3B is the second 

phase of the overall redevelopment 

project that features 93 mixed 

income units in four buildings.  

Over fifty family, friends, guests and honorees attended DHA’s 5th Annual Wall of Fame 

Awards.  Ismael Guerrero, DHA’s Executive Director, introduced the emcee, Ms. 

Veronica Barela, President of NEWSED and immediate past DHA Board member.   

 

The six honorees recognized for their involvement in the DHA community included Ms. 

Charmaine Barros, community activist and treasurer of the Plate Valley Dispersed East 

Local Resident Council; Ms. Mattie Dupuch, long time resident leader and community 

volunteer; Dr. Jean East, founder of Project WISE; Ms. Josie Escamilla, Vice President of 

the Resident Council Board and long time resident leader; Ms. Mary Krane, long time 

DHA partner and Executive Director of the University of Denver Bridge Project; and Ms. 

Michelle Mitchell, President of the Colorado Housing Assistance Corporation.   

 

Each honoree was recognized for their personal and professional contributions to the 

success and quality of life for DHA residents.  A reception followed the award ceremony. 

RCS—2009 5TH ANNUAL WALL OF FAME RECIPIENTS HONORED 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at webmaster@denverhousing.org or call 720.932.3107 

* * * e n d * * *   

November 5, 2009—Grand Opening Celebration Placido DeSantiago Teen 

Center—Boys and Girls Clubs of Metro Denver   - Owen B&GC— 3480 West 

Kentucky Avenue  5:30 p.m.—7 p.m. 

 

DHA MIS Technology Update 

 

DHA Legal Department Highlight 

 

Denver Arts Week—November 6th—14th   Visit http://www.denver.org/ 

   

Upcoming News and Events   

CENSUS 2010—DENVER  COMPLETE COUNT COMMITTEE 

UPDATE   

  
It only takes 10 minutes. It’s easy, it’s safe,  

it’s in our hands.  
 

 

In March of 2010 the US Census Bureau will mail a notification postcard to every 

address notifying residents that the Decennial questionnaire will be arriving.  The 

Decennial questionnaire includes 10 questions per person in each household.  

  

For those who do not return the questionnaire, US Census Bureau workers will be 

knocking on their doors during April 2010 in order to reach every single individual. The 

US Census Bureau questionnaires will be written in both English and Spanish, as well as 

provide language guides in over 50 different languages.  

Following an extensive national search, DHA is proud to announce that Mr. Bob 

Prettyman was recently hired as the Chief Operating Officer for the Housing 

Management Division. 

 

Bob brings almost 20 years of experience in development and management of service-

enriched, affordable housing, with more than half at the senior executive level. Prior to 

joining DHA Bob was co-founder of Organizational Options, LLC, an affordable housing 

consulting firm.  Bob also served in various property management positions with Mercy 

Service Corporations, California, a management company with over 16,000 units 

nationwide and an annual operating budget in excess of $120 million.  In 2003, 

Bob relocated to Denver to serve as Senior Vice-President for Property Operations for all 

regions outside of California at Mercy Housing’s national headquarters.   

  

Additionally, Bob has over 25 years experience in training, coaching and mentoring. He 

is also a licensed Real Estate Broker in the State of Colorado. 

  

Welcome to Ms. Anne Hughes of the Finance Department—Anne joins the DHA 

Finance Department as an Accountant.  Prior to her new position, Anne worked as an 

auditor at KPMG, working primarily with federal, state and local offices.   

   
Congratulations to Ms. Marie Casteel of the Procurement Department — Marie was 

awarded the President’s Award for her dedication and commitment to the Colorado 

Black Women for Political Action.  The award was presented during the 2009 CBWPA 

Annual “Tribute to Black Women” luncheon, which was attended by over 

500 community leaders at the Denver Renaissance Hotel.        

PEOPLE ON THE MOVE— 

RELATED  - DHA BOARD MEMBER NEWS: 

DHA Board of Commissioners—Mayor Hickenlooper appointed 

Ms. Myrna Hipp, Ms. Marian Lawrence, Mr. James Chavez and Ms. 

Michelle Harper to the DHA Board. The term for both Mryna Hipp 

and Marian Lawrence t is from 2009-2014.  James Chavez will serve 

through 2010 and Michelle Harper will serve on the Board through 

2011.  

  

OTHER BOARD NEWS:  The Board recently announced its 

incoming officers.  Myrna Hipp was reelected as Chairperson; 

Walter Jones, Vice-Chairperson; and Lisa Flores, Treasurer for 2009

-2010.   

The Owen Boys & Girls Club of 

Metro Denver recently opened 

their new Placido DeSantiago 

Teen Center, a positive place 

dedicated as a site for teens to 

learn and grow!  This expansion 

enables the B&G Club to better 

serve youth in the Westwood 

neighborhood.  The new teen 

center was named in honor of 

Placido DeSantiago, who left us 

too soon.  Placido was a B&C 

Club staff member and the son of 

Ms. Sara Spence, an employee of 

DHA’s Housing Management 

DENVER BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB HONORS PLACIDO DESANTIAGO  - TEEN 

CENTER WESTWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD   

The Housing Management Division announced the winners of the Inaugural Director’s 

Cup during the annual DHA All Employee Meeting held at the Denver Police Protective 

Association.  

The DHA Director’s Cup, which began in 2008, calls for all properties to be judged 

annually by members of an independent property review committee and the DHA Resident 

Council Board.  All properties are reviewed and scored.  Categories include Best Curb 

Appeal, Unit Turn Around and Local Resident Council Participation in Row-Type, 

Dispersed and High-Rise properties. 

Award winners include: Westwood Homes in South West Denver for Row-

Type; Dispersed East; and Mountain View Tower.  Congratulations to the winners! 

HOUSING MANAGEMENT 

2009 DIRECTOR’S CUP 

 PROPERTY AWARDS ANNOUNCED 

DHA recently welcomed a host of federal administration officials, congressional 

representatives, state and local elected officials, taking them on a walking tour of the 

South Lincoln Homes.  Federal administrators were in town as part of their three-city, 

nationwide “Sustainable Community Tour,” which included Chicago, Illinois, Dubuque, 

Iowa and Denver, Colorado.    

 

Federal agencies included in the tour included:  Department of Transportation Secretary 

Ray LaHood; Department of Housing and Urban Development Secretary Shaun 

Donovan; Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa P. Jackson; and Adolfo 

Carrion, Director for White House Office of Urban Affairs for the Administration’s DOT

-HUD-EPA Interagency Partnership for Sustainable Communities. 

  

Federal officials were accompanied by Colorado Senator Michael Bennet, 

Congresswoman Diana DeGette, Governor Bill Ritter, Mayor John Hickenlooper and 

Denver City Councilwoman Judy Montero, who represents the community of La Alma/

Lincoln Park and serves as Chair of the Denver City Council Committee on FasTracks 

(a.k.a., Regional Transportation District—FasTracks Light Rail system). 

  

DHA Executive Director Ismael Guerrero led the administration officials on a “walk and 

talk tour” of the South Lincoln Park Homes, which is planned for future redevelopment 

as a progressive urban, sustainable and transit oriented development site.   

 

The South Lincoln Park Homes are located one-half city block from the 10th & Osage 

RTD Light Rail stop, which has stimulated transit-oriented development around the 

public housing site, the Santa Fe Arts and Business District and the surrounding La 

Alma/Lincoln Park community. 

  

According to HUD Secretary Donovan, “As we saw today, Denver is a model for 

transforming neighborhoods to make them greener and more affordable to live, work and 

raise families.” 

  

Immediately following the “walk and talk tour,” the officials conducted a press 

conference where Secretary Donovan announced HUD’s award of $300 million in 

Recovery Act Public Housing Capital Fund competitive grants to fund over 36 “green” 

public housing transformation projects across the country.  The announcement included a 

competitive grant award of $10 million for DHA’s South Lincoln Osage Tower.   Osage 

Towers is a 100-unit, energy efficient senior high-rise building representing Phase 1 of 

the proposed South Lincoln Homes Master Plan redevelopment.    
 

 

       

DHA, DENVER  MAYOR AND ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS VISIT SOUTH 

LINCOLN HOMES DURING URBAN SUSTAINABILITY TOUR   

More information go to:  http://www.denverhousing.org/DHA/Development/South+Lincoln/ 

Mayor Hickenlooper addressing press conference—Pictured left to right—EPA Administrator 

Jackson, HUD Secretary Donovan, Denver Councilwoman Montero, Mayor, U.S. Senator Bennet, 

White House Director Urban Affairs Carrion, Congresswoman DeGette and CO Governor Ritter  

http://www.denverhousing.org/DHA/Development/South+Lincoln/

